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of muitiplying it{elf by Sprigs or Suckers. Nothing
can exceed the Sagacity with which he has condu&ed
thofe Experiments that have led him into the Know-
Jedge of things (o very wonderful and furprifing, that
they may truly be faid to exceed all that Natural
Hiltory had yct afforded of this Sort.

HI. An Account of an extraordinary Cafe of
the Bones of a Woman growing foft and
flexible ; communicated to the RoyaL So-
CIETY by M. Sylvanus Bevan, F.R.S.

Rend May 5 TTHE Wifc of one B. §. in the Year
LS ' 1738. was taken with a Diabctes,
with the ufual Symptoms, viz. A frequent and copious
Difcharge by Utine, a gradual Watting of the Body, a
heétic Fever, with a quick low Pulfe, Thirft, great
Pains in her Shoulders, Back, and I.imbs, and Lofs of
Appctite.  She continued in this manner Two Years,
(notwithftanding the Ufe of Medicines generally pre-
teribed in fuch Cafes) much emaciated; at which
sime f{he was attacked with an Intermittent, which
foon left her; after which the Diabetes gradually
decreafed, fo that in fome tew Months the was intirely
free from that Diforder, but the Pains in her Limbs
ftill continued. She rccovered her Appetite very
well, breathed free and cafy, and her Helic very
such leflened, though fhe had fome Appearance of
it at times.
About Eighteen Months ago, fhe had {uch a Weak-

nels and Pains in her Limbs, that it confined her to
her
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her Bed altogether; and in a few Months her Bones
in her Legs and Arms felt fomcwhat foft to the
Touch, and were fo pliable, that they were bent into
a Curve; but, for feveral Months before her Death,
they were as limber as a Rag, and would bend any
way, with lefs Difficulty than the mufcular Parts of a
healthy Perfon’s Leg, without the Interpofition of the
Bones.

The 12th of April 1742. after a long and tedious
Illnefs, the died, near the Age of Forty : And, having
the Confent of her Friends, I had the Curiofity to
examine more particularly into the feveral Matters
before-mentioned. Upon raifing the Cuziss, 1 found
the Membrana Adipofa much thicker than I expeted
in a Perfon fo much emaciated : The Sternum and
Ribs, with their Cartilages, were very foft; and all
the cartilaginous Parts of the Ribs, at their Articu-
lations, from the Clavicle downwards, were doubled
over one another on the Left Side, about an Inch,

in thisForm —_——_, only flatcter. Upon raifing

the Sternum, 1 found the Lungs adhered very clofe
to the Ribs, for Four or Five Inches on each Side;
but were more loofe and flaccid than ufual, and much
lefs in Size: Her Heart was of the common Bignefs.
Upon viewing her Liver, I found it at leaft a Third
Part bigger than common; and her Spleen was about
anInch and a half in the longeft Part, and a Quarter
thick: The Inteftines were very much inflated.

She had Appearances of feveral Anchyloffes's
formed in the {mall Joints, viz. carpal and mecra-
<arpal Bones; but, upon laying them open, I found
them only like a thin Shell: The cartilaginous Epi-
Phyfes of the Bones were intirely diflolved, and
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no Parts of the Heads of the Bones remaining, but an
Outfide, not thicker than an Egg-fhell.

Upon making Incifions in her Legs and Arms,
Five or Six Inches long, I found the outer Lamine
of the Bones foft, and become perfeitly membranouns,
about the Thicknefs of the Peritoneum, containing
{inftead of a bony Subftancc) a Fluid of the Confiftence
of Honey, when it is thick, of a reddith Colour, not
at all difagrecable to the Smell: There was no Ap-
pearance of any Bones in her Leg and Arms, except
near the Joints, which were in part diffolved, and
what remained were very foft, and full of Holes, like
a Honey-comb: Alfo the Bones of the Head would
eafily give way to the Preflure of the Finger.

It is remarkable, that thofe Parts of the Bones that
are the moft compa&t and hard, were firft diffolved,
while their Heads, which are more {pongy and foft,
had not fo intirely loft their Subftance.

When fhe was in Health, the was Five Fect high,
as I am informed by her Husband: I meafured her
after her Death, and the was but Three Feet Scven
Inches in Length, though all her Limbs were ftretched
out ftrait, which is Seventeen Inchcs thorter than fhe
was in her Health: The Bones, which ferve as Levers
for the Mufcles to a& upon, being diffolved, thefe had
nothing to keep them extended in their ufual Pofition.

The Perfon was under the Care of Dr. Cadwal-
lader of Penfilvania.

V. Ex-



